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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  for  the  Year  1951 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year 
1951,  compiled  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  circular 
42/51. 

The  Registrar-General  gives  the  estimated  mid-year  home 
population  to  be  18,070,  a  decrease  of  300  persons  on  last  year. 
The  recent  Census  figure  was  18,194.  Total  live  births  at  284  is 
identical  with  last  year’s  figure,  although  total  deaths  are  214 
compared  with  168.  The  figure  of  9  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  compared  with  5  deaths  in  1950,  is  average  as  a  rate 
per  1,000  live  births.  The  most  delicate  index  to  the  well-being 
of  a  community  is  the  Infant  Mortality  rate,  and  I  should  like 
to  see  it  further  reduced  to  an  even  lower  record. 

Last  year  I  was  able  to  report  the  absence  of  diphtheria  for 
almost  three  years.  This  absence  has  continued  for  another 
twelve  months,  a  state  of  affairs  which  would  appear  general 
throughout  the  country,  as  provisional  figures  show  there  were 
only  699  corrected  notifications  of  diphtheria  in  England  and 
Wales  during  1951.  In  1944  there  were  23,199  such  notifications. 
Last  year  there  were  only  34  deaths  from  the  disease  compared 
with  934  in  1944.  Such  figures  point  to  the  remarkable  success 
of  immunisation,  but  the  signs  of  complacency  by  the  parents  of 
young  children,  to  which  I  referred  last  year,  become  more  and 
more  perturbing.  It  is  vital  that  at  least  75%  of  babies  are  im¬ 
munised  before  their  first  birthday,  but  it  is  estimated  that 
throughout  the  country  only  28%  of  such  babies  were  immunised 
last  year.  In  Ripley  the  figure  is  even  lower  than  this.  I  hope 
that  in  these  enlightened  days  we  have  not  got  to  have  a  diph¬ 
theria  epidemic  again  to  get  these  babies  to  our  clinics  and  sur¬ 
geries  for  two  simple  injections. 

Many  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the  district,  not¬ 
ably  the  planting  of  flower  beds  at  conspicuous  corners  of  streets, 
which  help  to  inculcate  a  sense  of  civic  pride  among  our  people. 
They  must  also  leave  a  pleasant  impression  on  the  numerous 
visitors  and  holidaymakers  who  pass  through  our  town  on  their 
way  to  Derbyshire  beauty  spots. 

The  erection  of  a  number  of  excellent  houses  on  the  Elms 
Estate  has  gone  a  long  way  towards  the  solution  of  the  housing 
shortage.  Substantial  progress  has  been  made  and  the  over¬ 
crowding  of  a  few  years  ago  has  now  reached  the  irreducible 
minimum.  The  Council  has  to  be  congratulated  on  its  careful 
planning  and  progressive  policy  adopted,  but  I  should  still  like 
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to  SG6  priority  given  to  tuberculosis  patients,  and  strongly  urge 
that  all  such  sufferers  be  given  a  house  to  themselves.  There 
has  been  a  decline  in  incidence  and  mortality  irom  tuberculous 
meningitis  in  recent  years,  but  the  tact  that  thiee  out  ot  lour 
child  deaths  from  tuberculosis  are  from  this  cause  shows  that  it 
is  still  a  major  problem.  It  has  been  proved  beyond  doubt  that 
the  most  important  factor  in  its  causation  is  close  contact  with 
a  tuberculous  adult. 

We  still  have,  I  regret  to  say,  our  unsightly  pit  heaps  and  im¬ 
passable  private  streets.  Levelling  the  former  may  not 
economically  possible,  but  the  planting  of  young  trees  on  these 
hideous  excrescences  would  add  considerably  to  the  beauty  of 
the  landscape.  The  operation  of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act 
of  1892  should  solve  the  latter  problem.  I  hope  to  see  that  put 
into  effect  before  the  winter  sets  in. 

There  are  so  many  calls  on  our  little  hospital  that  I  feel 
the  time  has  come  for  an  extension  of  the  premises. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  advice 
which  I  have  received  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  whom  I 
hope  to  see  shortly  restored  to  health,  and  my  indebtedness  to 
the  other  officers  for  their  friendly  co-operation  at  all  times. 

It  is  also  my  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  staff  of  the  Health  Department  have  worked  inde- 
fatigably  and  efficiently  in  the  interests  of  the  public.  A  most 
instructive  exhibition  on  the  dangers  of  unclean  food  and  the 
necessity  of  strict  personal  cleanliness  by  all  food  handlers  was 
shown  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year.  I  hope  to  see  similar  ex¬ 
hibitions  in  the  future. 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  STATISTICS 

Area:  Land,  5,391  acres.  Water,  20  acres.  Total,  5,411  acres. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  Resident  Population, 

mid-1951  .  18,070 

Rateable  Value — 

Central  Ward,  Hartshay,  Marehay  and  Waingroves  £74,863 


Butterley  Park  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £919 

Heage,  Ambergate,  Sawmills  and  Ridgeway  ...  £17,602 

Southern  portion  of  Crich  ...  ...  ...  ...  £2,683 


£96,067 

Sum  represented  by  a  One-Penny  Rate — 

All  Wards .  £372 


The  principal  occupation  in  the  district  is  coal  mining,  and 
during  the  year  opencast  coal  sites  have  been  worked  in  various 
parts  of  the  area.  Other  industries  include  Heavy  Engineering 
Works,  Agricultural  Implement  Works,  Dye  Works,  Refractories, 
Brick  Works,  Lime  Works  and  the  Processing  of  Flax.  Factories 
employing  mainly  female  labour  produce  hair  and  fibre  cloths, 
candle  wicks,  plaited  lace,  shoe  laces  and  silk  stockings. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births' — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

; , ,  ...  ... 

138 

140 

278 

Illegitimate 

... 

1 

5 

6 

284 

Still  Births — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

... 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  One  Year- 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

i  ...  ...  ... 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

... 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  4  weeks — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  ...  ... 

4 

4 

8 

Illegitimate 

... 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Deaths,  All  Ages— 

124 

89 

213 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year. 


5 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

during  the  year  1951. 
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per  1,000  related  births. 


RIPLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  Causes  ...  ...  . 

M. 

124 

F. 

89 

Total 

213 

1. — Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

2. — Other  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

3. — Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4. — Diphtheria  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. — Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. — Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— ' 

7. — Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— _ 

8. — Measles  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

• — . 

9. — Other  infective  and  parasitic  Diseases  ... 

* — 

1 

1 

10. — Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  . 

3 

3 

6 

11. —  „  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

3 

12. —  ,,  „  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13. —  ,,  ,,  uterus 

- — - 

— 

— 

14. — Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

.  7 

6 

13 

15. — Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

■ — 

1 

16. — Diabetes  . 

— 

— 

— 

17. — Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

17 

11 

28 

18. — Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

14 

6 

20 

19. — Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

2 

1 

3 

20. — Other  Heart  Disease  ... 

18 

14 

32 

21. — Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

2 

2 

4 

22. — Influenza  . 

5 

2 

7 

23: — Pneumonia  ...  ... 

1 

2 

3 

24. — Bronchitis 

7 

5 

12 

25. — Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

2 

— 

2 

26. — Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

27. — Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

1 

— 

1 

28. — Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

29. — Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

— 

6 

30. — Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. — Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32. — Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases  ... 

21 

23 

44 

33. — Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

2 

4 

34. — All  other  Accidents 

7 

3 

10 

35.— Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

36. — Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

• — 

— 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 


Hospitals. 

(a)  General:  For  accident  and  medical  cases  where  home 
nursing  not  available — The  Ripley  and  District  Hospital  (con¬ 
trolled  by  Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the 
Sheffield  Regional  Board). 

(b)  Maternity:  No  maternity  accommodation  available  in  the 
area.  Arrangements  made  by  medical  practitioners  through  the 
Derby  No.  2  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Three  County 
Midwives  are  available  in  the  district. 

(c)  Infectious  Disease:  Arrangements  are  made  at  the  Dray- 
cott  Isolation  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases:  County  Council 
Ambulance  Service  available  as  follows: 

Ripley  U.D.  Area,  except  Ambergate — Langley  Mill  Ambu¬ 
lance  Station.  Telephone:  Langley  Mill  615. 

Ambergate  —  Belper  Ambulance  Station.  Telephone: 
Belper  90. 

Ambulance  facilities  are  arranged  by  medical  practitioners 
and  Health  Service  Officers  as  and  when  required. 

(b)  Infectious  Disease:  Arrangements  made  with  the  County 
Ambulance  Service. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(a)  Ante-Natal  Clinic:  At  Ripley  Hospital  on  the  2nd  and 
4th  Fridays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

(b)  Infant  Welfare  Centres:  (1)  At  the  Old  Schools,  Outram 
Street,  each  Monday  from  9  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  and  from  1.30  p.m. 
to  4  p.m.  (2)  At  the  Bethel  Chapel,  Marehay,  each  Wednesday 
from  9  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  (3)  At  the  Methodist  Church,  Amber¬ 
gate,  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Mondays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to 
4  p.m.  (4)  At  the  Church  School,  Parish  Church,  Heage,  on  the 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  in  the  month  from  1.30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

(c)  School  Clinic:  A  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Ripley  County  School  on  the  3rd  Thursday  morning  in  the  month. 
A  School  Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance. 

(d)  Chest  Clinic:  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  from  the  area  are  put 
under  medical  supervision  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
Grange  Street,  Alfreton.  Open  each  Tuesday  from  9.30  a.m.  to 
12.30  p.m.  and  on  Fridays  from  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  Facilities 
for  radiographic  examination  are  available  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 
County  Offices  Yard,  St.  Mary’s  Gate,  Derby. 
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(e)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinics:  At  the  Derbyshire  Royal  In¬ 
firmary,  Derby,  on  the  following  days  and  hours: 

Males.  Females. 

Monday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Monday,  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Tuesday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon.  Thursday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12 
Wednesday,  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  noon  and  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Saturday,  10.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Children:  Fridays,  10.30  a.m.  to  11  a.m. 

General  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Service  now  administered  by  the  Derbyshire  County  Council 
being  the  local  health  authority  for  the  National  Health  Service. 
Three  Home  Nurses  are  available  for  service  in  the  district. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  clinical  material,  water,  milk,  etc.,  is 
carried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Laboratory.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  table  shows  the  results  of  examinations  carried  out  at  the 
laboratory  during  the  year  1951: 


Pos. 

Neg. 

Total 

Diphtheria 

— 

13 

13 

Vincent’s  Angina 

— 

12 

12 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

...  6 

13 

19 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  bacilli 

...  2 

24 

26 

*  Water 

...  3 

9 

12 

*Ice-Cream — Methylene  Blue  Test 

1 

13 

14 

Milk: 

^Methylene  Blue  Test  ... 

— 

14 

14 

^Phosphatase  Test 

1 

19 

20 

Tubercle  bacilli,  Biological  Test 

1 

16 

17 

Miscellaneous 

...  8 

20 

28 

22 

153 

175 

^Positive  —  Unsatisfactory. 
Negative  —  Satisfactory. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


Diptheria. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  immunisation 
service  is  now  administered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  All  medical  practitioners  in  the  district  will  arrange 
to  give  immunising  injections  free  of  charge. 

The  following  information,  kindly  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  gives  the  number  of  children  receiving 
primary  immunisation  during  the  year  1951: 

Age. 

Under  1  year . 

1  . 

2  ...  . 

3  . 

4  . 

5 — 9  (inch) 

10 — 14  (inch)  . 


Total 


8 

162 

63 

12 

8 

27 

3 


283 


Scarlet  Fever. 

21  cases  were  notified  as  against  32  last  year.  18  cases  were 
removed  to  isolation  hospital  and  all  cases  recovered. 

Measles. 

203  cases  were  notified,  124  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
compared  with  108  cases  in  1950.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Whooping  Gough. 

The  disease  was  present  throughout  the  year  with  a  total  of 
67  cases  compared  with  91  last  year.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  notified  during  the 
year. 

TUBERCULOSIS:  NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING 


Age 

New 

Pulmonary 

1951 

Cases 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Deaths 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Groups 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0  . 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

-  - 

1  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

5  . 

— 

1 

> - 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

15  . 

...  2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

• - 

-  - 

25  . 

...  2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

-  - 

35  . 

...  3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

45  . 

...  2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ - 

-  - 

55  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

-  - 

65  &  upwards 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  - 

9 

7 

1 

2 

2 

1 

‘ —  - 
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PREVALENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  47 


No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year,  but  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  removal  of  an  aged  couple,  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  to  the 
Babington  House  Hospital,  Belper. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  district 
has  been  maintained  and  particulars  of  sampling  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Part  I.  of  the  Act: 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector): 

Number  of — 

Premises.  Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Register.  Inspections,  notices,  prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authority .  2  2  —  — 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  ...  95  30  —  ■ — 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  .  3  —  —  — 
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2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found— 
Referred  Referred  No.  of 
to  H.M.  by  H.M.  prose- 
Particulars.  Found.  Remedied.  Insp.  Insp.  cutions. 

Want  of  Cleanliness .  —  —  *  —  —  — 

Overcrowding  .  —  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  .  —  —  —  —  — 

Inadequate  Ventilation  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  . —  —  —  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  .  —  1  —  —  — 

(b)  Defective  .  —  —  —  —  •  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  .  —  —  —  —  — 

Other  offences  .  —  —  1  —  — 


1  1 


Part  VI SI.  of  the  Act: 

OUTWORK. 

No.  of  No.  of 
cases  of  de-  prosecu-  No.  of 
No.  of  fault  in  tions  for  instances  of 
Outworkers  sending  failure  work  in  un¬ 
in  August  lists  to  to  supply  wholesome  Notices  Prose- 
Nature  of  Work.  list.  the  Council.  lists.  premises.  served.  cutions 

Wearing  Apparel  14  —  —  —  —  — 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.  A.  RYAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


i 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1951 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ripley  Urban  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  fifth  Annual  Report, 
which  follows  the  pattern  of  previous  ones  and  gives  a  brief  out¬ 
line  of  work  in  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene.  Such 
comments  as  I  have  deemed  necessary  are  made  under  the  rele¬ 
vant  headings  within,  but  in  these  words  of  introduction  I  would 
quote  1951  as  the  year  of  emphasis  on  cleaner  food,  culminating 
in  the  Health  and  Hygiene  Exhibition  held  in  October.  This 
was  eminently  successful  and  so  rewarded  the  efforts  of  all 
concerned. 

Statistics  in  such  a  report  as  this  are  truly  bare  facts  and  the 
statement  that  so  many  inspections  and  the  service  of  so  many 
notices  resulted  in  so  many  nuisances  being  abated  may  even 
seem  uninspiring  facts.  Nevetheless,  in  these  days  of  shortages, 
an  overworked  expression  but  none  the  less  correct,  they  repre¬ 
sent  a  volume  of  writing,  walking,  riding,  persuading,  and  even 
bullying.  Their  effects  in  relation  to  the  general  public  health 
cannot  be  entered  in  the  various  tables. 

My  thanks  are  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
to  the  officers  of  all  departments  for  their  assistance  during  the 
year. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


The  following  tabular  statement  gives  an  overall  picture  of 
works  carried  out  during  the  year: 


Area  of  District  ... 

Population 
Number  of  houses 
New  houses  erected  during  1951- 
By  Local  Authority 
By  Private  Enterprise 


5,411  acres 
18,070 
5,493 


89 

7 


No.  on  Increase  or  Inspections 
Register.  Decrease.  Made. 


Bakehouses 
Canal  Boats 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Dairies 

Factories 

Workplaces  . 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 
Ice-Cream  Premises  ... 
Market  Stalls 
Milk  Distributors 


9  —  11 

3  —  11 

97  Decrease  of  4 

l  17 

127  Decrease  of  40  J 
1  —  3 

51  Increase  of  16  21 

74  —  210 

12  Increase  of  1  11 

14  Increase  of  4  34 


Moveable  Dwellings  (a)  Sites 

(b)  Dwellings 


Offensive  Trades 
Outworkers 
Preserved  Food  Stores 
Shops 

Slaughterhouses 
Knackers  Yards 


92  Increase  of  19  2 
18  —  37 
382  Decrease  of  2  38 
16—3 
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Defective  Privies,  Pail  Closets  and 
Ashpits 

inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

12 

Notices 

served 

Informal  Legal 

12  — 

Nuis¬ 

ances 

Abated 

16 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s  ... 

10 

2  — 

3 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closets  into  W.C.’s 

100 

45  — 

67 

Conversion  of  Privies  into  Pails  ... 

3 

1  — 

— • 

Defective  Water  Closets 

50 

24  — 

18 

Provision  of  Additional  Water  Closets 

9 

5  — 

4 

Provision  of  Portable  Ashbins 

33 

22  — 

21 

Dirty  Closets  ...  ...  . 

6 

2  — 

1 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste  Pipe  ... 

1 

—  — 

— 

Defective  Waste  Pipe,  Traps,  Inlets, 
Drains 

35 

34  — 

25 

Drains  obstructed  . 

23 

20  — 

17 

Paving  of  Courts  and  Yards  ... 

10 

4  — 

3 

Roofs,  Eaves-Spouts  and  Down- 
Spouts 

124 

72  — 

31 

Sinks 

14 

1  — 

3 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

2 

—  — 

— 

Windows  ...  . 

28 

17  — 

14 

Dampness 

76 

35  — 

11 

Water  in  Cellars 

11 

6  — 

5 

Water  Supply 

48 

19  — 

40 

Overcrowding 

26 

1  2 

1 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses 

28 

2  — 

4 

Offensive  Accumulations 

5 

4  — 

2 

Animals  improperly  kept  . 

3 

1  — 

1 

Pigsties  ....  . 

12 

2  — 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

4 

1  — 

1 

Urinals  . . 

5 

3  — 

1 

Nuisances  not  specified  above 

595 

151  — 

128 

Totals  ...  1,273 

486  2 

419 
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Complaints. 


Complaints  under  the  following  headings  were  registered 
during  the  year: 


General  Housing  Defects 

Dampness  . 

Defective  Windows 

„  Rain  Water  Pipes 
„  Ceilings 
,,  Eaves  Gutters 
„  Chimneys 
„  Roofs 

„  Floors  . 

„  Wall  Plaster 
„  Fireranges 

,,  Doors  . 

„  and  improper  dustbins 
„  Pail  and  Privy  Closets  . 

Nuisances  from  Pail  emptying 
Defective  Water  Closets 
Inadequate  Water  Supply  ... 

Foul  Condition  of  Closets  ... 
Blocked  Drains 
Defective  Drainage  System 
Sewage  Pollution 
Water  in  Cellars 
Disinfection  after  T.B.,  etc.  ... 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses  ... 
Offensive  Accumulations 
Infestation — Cockroaches 
Ants 
Rodents 

Wasps  . 

Wood  Lice 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Offensive  Smells 
Dangerous  Walls 
Nuisances  from  Pigs 
Non-Emptying  of  Cesspools 
Non-Emptying  of  Pails 
Non-Emptying  of  Dustbins  ... 
Occupation  of  Caravan 
Nuisance  from  Urinals 
Foreign  Objects  in  Foods 
Suspected  Watering  of  Milk 
Referred  to  Other  Departments 


20 

13 

4 

1 

2 

4 

4 

13 

2 

2 

4 

1 

4 
8 

5 
7 
9 
1 

17 

4 
2 

5 

3 

4 
1 
9 

5 

30 

1 

2 

1 

5 

4 

3 

28 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

9 
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Reference  is  made  below  to  specific  activities  under  the  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


PART  2— SANITATION  AND  BUILDINGS. 

In  those  parts  of  the  area  not  served  by  public  sewers  some 
improvements  have  been  effected  by  the  provision  of  new  and 
reconstructed  cesspools.  One  septic  tank  installation  was  pro¬ 
vided  to  serve  five  cottages  at  Church  Street,  Heage.  There  are 
341  properties  in  the  area  served  by  these  types  of  sewage 
disposal. 

Improvement  of  sanitary  conveniences  at  public  houses  and 
inns  have  been  made.  Where  larger  schemes  are  involved  the 
issue  of  the  necessary  building  licences  is  causing  delay. 

Additional  and  improved  toilets  have  been  installed  at  the 
Hippodrome  Cinema. 


W.C.  Conversions. 

67  pail  closets  and  3  privy  middens  were  converted  during 
the  year,  leaving  553  pail  closets  and  32  privy  middens  still  in 
use  throughout  the  district.  Last  year  I  referred  to  the  need  to 
increase  the  financial  grant  of  £5  towards  the  cost  of  each  con¬ 
version  if  a  reasonable  rate  of  conversion  was  to  be  maintained. 
It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Council  has  agreed  that  as  from 
1st  April,  1952,  the  grant  is  to  be  increased  to  £10  per  conversion, 
or  half  the  cost,  whichever  is  the  lesser.  It  is  hoped  that  clear¬ 
ance  of  these  abominations  will  now  proceed  apace. 

Waste  Water 


Accommodation  at 

31/12/51 

W.C.’s 

4,815 

Pails. 

553 

Privies. 

32 

Closets.  Total. 

—  5,470 

Closets  converted 
1951 

during 

67 

3 

—  70 

Total  Conversions 
Schemes 

under 

_ 

1,375 

256 

8  1,639 

Provision  of  Refuse  Receptacles. 

The  service  of  notice  on  owners  of  properties  to  provide 
dustbins  has  continued  except  in  cases  where  service  on  the  occu¬ 
pier  has  been  clearly  indicated.  Enquiries  by  irate  owners  and 
occupiers  as  to  their  responsibilities  in  this  matter  have  been  all 
too  frequent  and  a  satisfactory  answer  difficult  to  give.  Delaying 
action  by  either  side  often  leads  to  conditions  at  the  property 
concerned  which  are  a  potentional  danger  to  health.  Under 
such  frustrating  circumstances  I  can  but  reiterate  my  plea  for 
recognition  of  the  dustbin  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  equipment 
necessary  for  efficient  public  cleansing  and  its  replacement  when 
worn  out  under  a  suitable  rate  borne  scheme 
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PART  4— WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  supplied  during  the  year  1951: 

By  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  ...  ...  110,349,760  galls. 

By  the  Ilkeston  and  Heanor  Water  Board  ...  61,115,000  galls. 

By  the  Belper  Urban  District  Council .  22,241,000  galls. 

193,705,760  galls. 


Water  consumed  per  head  of  population  per  day:  29.37  galls. 

H.  Hillier,  Esq.,  Water  Engineer  to  the  Council,  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  comment:  “  The  supply  to  the  Lowes  Hill,  Nottingham 
Road  and  Derby  Road  areas  of  the  town  is  inadequate.  Con¬ 
tracts  have  been  let  for  renewing  and  enlarging  mains  in  all 
three  areas.” 

Sampling. 

Seven  samples  were  taken  from  mains  supplies.  One  sample 
was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  but  a  series  of  further  check 
samples  proved  satisfactory  in  all  cases.  One  well  supply  to  an 
isolated  cottage  was  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  drinking  purposes. 
Action  is  in  progress  for  demolition  of  this  dwelling. 


Provision  of  Piped  Supply. 

Estimated 

Population 

Involved. 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  connected  to  mains 
No.  of  Houses  in  District  supplied  from 

5,477 

18,019 

standpipes  on  mains  . 

No.  of  Houses  in  District  not  supplied  from 

4 

11 

standpipes  or  mains  .  . 

No.  of  connections  made  during  year: 

12 

40 

(a)  Existing  houses 

1 

2 

(b)  New  houses 

96 

— 

(c)  Other  premises  . 

■ 

PART  5— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

No.  of  inquiries  at  infected  houses 

•  •  • 

23 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  ... 

.  .  . 

20 

No.  of  exclusion  notices  to  schools 

.  .  . 

8 

No.  of  notices  to  librarians  . 

.  .  . 

9 

No.  of  library  books  disinfected  ...  . 

PART  11— TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  &C. 

49 

Fourteen  moveable  dwellings  were  in  use  during  the  year, 
subject  to  sanitary  conditions  imposed  under  6-monthly  licences. 
Four  of  these  were  occupied  by  opencast  coal  site  workers.  The 
5  holiday  caravans  stationed  at  Chesterfield  Road,  Heage,  con¬ 
tinued  in  use.  No  unsatisfactory  conditions  arose  during  the 
year. 
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HOUSING  ACTS,  1936  —  1949. 

The  Council’s  building  programme  on  the  Elms  Estate  has 
continued,  89  houses  being  completed  during  the  year.  In  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  tenants  the  system  of  allocation  of  “points”  for  insanitary 
conditions  has  continued  coupled  with  the  demand  for  recondition¬ 
ing  of  such  vacated  property  prior  to  re-letting.  This  has  often 
resulted  in  the  offer  of  the  property  for  sale  and  its  purchase  by 
an  intending  occupier  with  an  assurance  to  carry  out  all  works 
required  and  more.  The  transformations  worked  at  some  of  these 
properties  support  the  old  adage  of  an  Englishman’s  home  being 
his  castle. 

Housing  Statistics. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  81 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  81 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  .  .  — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  the  Local  Authority  70 
No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 

were  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  — 
No.  of  applicants  for  Improvement  Grants  approved  by  the 

Ministry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  “improved”  during  year  ...  ...  — - 

Control  of  Civil  Building  —  Defence  Regulation  56a. 

The  licensing  of  building  repair  works  in  respect  of  housing 
has  continued  with  the  “free”  financial  limit  fixed  at  £100  and  with 
a  ceiling  figure  for  total  licensing  fixed  by  the  Regional  Officer  of 
the  Ministry  of  Works.  For  works  other  than  housing  the  Regional 
Officer  has  continued  to  forward  applications  for  consideration  and 
inspection  before  issue  of  licence  was  decided  by  him. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Statutory  sampling  is  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Derbyshire 
County  Council. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  County  Analyst,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information: 

“Ninety  samples,  including  28  Milks,  were  taken  under  the 
above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Ripley  Urban  District  Council  during 
the  year  1951. 
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Milk  Samples. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  deficient  in  fat  and  the  vendor  was 
cautioned. 

Two  samples  were  taken  in  the  possession  of  a  farmer  supply¬ 
ing  milk  to  a  Dairy  outside  your  area.  These  samples  contained 
substantial  amounts  of  added  water  and  proceedings  were  taken. 
The  farmer  was  fined  £20  together  with  £2  2s.  Od.  costs. 

Proceedings  in  respect  of  three  samples  taken  in  course  of 
delivery  to  a  Dairy  in  your  area  resulted  in  a  fine  of  £5  together 
with  £4  4s.  Od.  costs. 

Other  Foods. 

Three  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  deficient  in  fat.  Formal 
samples  were  taken  and  on  analysis  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

One  sample  of  Pork  Sausages  and  one  sample  of  Beef  Sausages 
were  deficient  in  meat.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  the 
Pork  Sausages  and  the  defendant  was  discharged  on  payment  of 
£1  Is.  Od.  costs.  A  Caution  Notice  was  issued  in  respect  of  the 
sample  of  Beef  Sausages. 

Of  the  Tinned  Foods  examined  five  samples  (Grapefruit  Juice, 
Spaghetti  in  Tomato  Sauce.  Spinach  Puree,  Macaroni  in  Tomato 
Sauce,  Fillets  of  Anchovies),  were  seriously  contaminated  with 
tin.  On  enquiry  it  was  found  that  all  five  were  parts  of  old  consign¬ 
ments  which  had  been  in  stock  for  some  time  and  no  proceedings 
were  taken.  The  findings  were  reported  to  your  Authority  and  I 
understand  that  the  remaining  tins,  totalling  114,  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 

The  remaining  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory.” 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

There  are  no  Government  Slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  The 
inspection  of  cottagers’  pigs,  slaughtered  under  licences  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  has  continued. 

During  the  year  the  following  amounts  of  food  were  found 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  voluntarily  surrendered  for 
disposal.  Wherever  possible,  such  food  suitable  for  animal  feed¬ 
ing  is  dealt  with  under  the  Council’s  Kitchen  Waste  Scheme,  and 
forwarded  for  sterilisation. 

Tinned  Foods:—  Total  Weight  (lbs.) 


1597  Tins  Vegetables  (including  Soups) 

3,311J 

302  Tins  Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices 

.  .  . 

488i 

306  Tins  Various  Prepared  Meats  ... 

6421 

242  Tins  Milk  . 

286| 

95  Tins  Fish  . 

53  61b.  Tins  Corned  Beef  (disposed  of 

by 

323 

W.M.S.A.)  . 

39  fib.  Tins  Corned  Beef  (disposed  of 

by 

318 

W.M.S.A.)  ...  . 

85  Tins  Ham 

29J 

l,342i 

6,451!  lbs 
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Other  Foods: — 


371  lbs.  Home-killed  Beef  ( dis- 


17^  lbs.  Cream  Cheeses 
20  lbs.  Sultanas. 

12  Jars  Fruit. 

2  Jars  Jam. 

1  Jar  Mincemeat. 

7  Jars  Chutney. 

9  Jars  Pickles. 

1  bottle  Lemon  Squash. 

1  bottle  Coffee. 

1  bottle  Sauce. 

9  Fruit  Pies. 

12  lbs.  Wafer  Biscuits. 

20  ozs.  Ground  Almonds. 


posed  of  by  W.M.S.A.) 
50  lbs.  Home-killed  Pork  (dis¬ 


posed  of  by  W.M.S.A.) 
2  Sheeps  heads  and  2  plucks 


(disposed  of  by  W.M.S.A.) 
98  lbs.  English  Rabbits. 

3f  lbs.  Bacon. 

7  stones  Cod  Fillets. 

1  cwt.  Codfish. 

40  lbs.  Halibut. 

40  lbs.  Herrings. 


Licensed  Slaughtermen. 

30  slaughtermen  hold  licences  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1933. 

Precautions  against  contamination  of  food. 

There  are  in  the  district  140  shops  preparing  or  selling  food, 
including  17  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  various 
meat  products.  Although  conditions  have  been  found  which  are 
not  altogether  satisfactory  I  can  report  that  there  is  these  days, 
amongst  both  managements  and  staffs,  a  general  appreciation  of 
the  few  basic  rules  for  the  proper  handling  of  foodstuffs,  and, 
what  is  really  important,  the  rules  are  practised. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  adequate 
washing  and  sanitary  facilities  at  food  shops.  One  bakehouse  has 
been  generally  improved  structurally  and  washing  facilities 
provided. 

The  Council’s  Byelaws  for  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air  came  into 
operation  on  the  16th  April,  1951.  Copies  were  issued  to  all  food 
traders  and  talks  have  been  given  to  various  trade  organisations 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  reason  for  the  articles  of  the 
byelaws. 

The  arrangements  made  for  a  short  talk  on  personal  hygiene 
to  school-leaving  classes  have  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Improved  types  of  vehicles  for  the  transport  of  meat  have 
been  brought  into  use  by  British  Road  Services  and  their  drivers 
issued  with  washable  overalls  and  headgear.  This  has  been  fully 
appreciated.  The  methods  of  transport  and  delivery  to  retail  shops 
could  be  entirely  satisfactory  if  two  men  could  be  employed  with 
each  lorry,  one  remaining  in  the  body  of  the  vehicle  to  hand  the 
meat  down  to  the  driver  to  carry  into  the  shop.  It  appears  that 
this  is  not  possible  economically  and  the  driver  alone,  apart  from 
having  a  very  heavy  job  of  work,  must  continue  to  tread  care¬ 
fully.  My  observations  have  been  that  the  drivers  use  intelligence 
and  there  has  been  little  cause  for  complaint. 
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I ce  Cream. 

Six  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 
One  of  these  was  not  in  use  during  the  year  but  will  recommence 
manufacture  during  1952  under  new  management.  Fourteen  new 
registrations  were  granted  for  the  sale  of  wrapped  ice  cream  and 
3  registrations  were  transferred  to  new  occupiers.  At  the  31st 
December,  1951,  36  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre¬ 
packed  ice  cream.  9  for  the  sale  of  loose  ice  cream,  and  2  premises 
for  storage  only.  With  ice  cream  available  at  all  these  premises 
along  with  the  horde  of  mobile  kiosks  touring  the  streets  both 
winter  and  summer,  one  is  inclined  to  suggest  that  we  now  have 
another  national  habit.  The  control  of  the  quality  thereby  demands 
constant  attention. 

Fourteen  samples  were  taken,  13  of  these  giving  satisfactory 
results.  The  batch  of  ice  cream  giving  the  one  unsatisfactory 
result  was  voluntarily  turned  to  waste  by  the  local  manufacturer. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  policy  of  sampling  milk  retailed  in  the  area  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  has  continued.  Fifteen  samples  were 
taken,  one  proving  positive.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the 
milk  producer  concerned  to  have  all  his  production  heat  treated 
until  the  herd  was  cleared  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

I  am  able  to  report  close  co-operation  with  the  Milk  Produc¬ 
tion  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  respect 
of  farm  improvement  work.  Similar  co-operation  is  enjoyed  with 
the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  in  connection  with  the  heat  treat¬ 
ment  of  milk. 

The  statutory  registrations  for  the  area  are  as  follows: — 

No.  of  registered  Distributors  of  Milk  ...  ...  11 

No.  of  registered  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy 

Farms)  ...  ...  .  ...  3 

No.  of  licensed  Dealers  for  Tuberculin  Tested 

Milk  .  11 

No.  of  licensed  Dealers  for  Pasteurised  Milk  . .  9 

Health  and  Hygiene  Exhibition,  15th  — 19th  October,  1951. 

Plans  were  made  early  in  the  year  for  the  presentation  of  this 
exhibition  which  was  to  accent  clean  food  production  in  a  general 
picture  of  the  various  services  operating  for  the  health  of  the 
community.  The  exhibition  was  staged  in  the  Public  Hall  and 
each  evening,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  a  supporting  lecture  and 
film  show  was  given. 

Brief  details  are  given  below  of  the  titles  of  the  various  stands 
and  the  lecture  programme.  The  agreed  policy  was  to  secure  the 
attendance,  apart  from  the  general  public,  of  all  interested  parties, 
particularly  the  management  and  staffs  of  food  preparing  prem¬ 
ises  and  dairymen.  This  was  done  by  the  issue  of  individual  invi¬ 
tations  to  appropriate  lectures  and  was  successful  in  giving  a  “full 
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house”  each  evening.  School  children  were  catered  for  in  organised 
parties  each  morning  and  were  asked  to  submit  essays  on  their 
impressions,  the  best  essays  securing  cash  prizes  submitted  by 
members  of  the  Council. 

The  exhibition  was  officially  opened  on  Monday  afternoon,  the 
15th  October,  by  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Morgan,  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  supported  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Exhibition  Stands. 

No.  1  ICE  CREAM,  by  Messrs.  J.  Lyons  and  Co.,  Ltd. 

No.  2  CLEAN  MILK  SUPPLY,  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 

No.  3  BRITISH  RED  CROSS  SOCIETY,  by  the  Derbyshire  No.  66 
Detachment. 

No.  4  RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL,  by  the  Infestation  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

No.  5  PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL  HYGIENE,  by  the  Ripley 
U.D.C.  Public  Health  Department. 

No.  6  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT,  by  the  Ripley 
U.D.C.  Public  Health  Department. 

No.  7  HOUSING  AND  WATER  SUPPLY,  by  the  Ripley  U.D.C. 
Surveyor’s  Department. 

No.  8  SAFETY  FIRST,  by  the  Belper,  Ripley  and  District  Joint 
Road  Safety  Committee. 

No.  9  FOOD  HYGIENE  DISPLAY,  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Lecture  Programme. 

Monday,  15th  October,  1951,  at  7  p.m.: — 

Opening  remarks  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Ripley  Urban  District 
Council  (Councillor  A.  E.  Weekley,  J.P.) 

Films  entitled:  “The  New  Councillor.” 

“Local  Government  History  in  Pictures.” 

“One  Man’s  Story.” 

Tuesday,  16th  October,  1951,  at  7  p.m.: — 

Lecture  on  “Clean  Milk  Production,”  by  A.  Walker,  Esq.,  Milk 
Production  Officer  of  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory 
Committee. 

Film  entitled:  “Clean  Milk  Production  with  Electricity.” 
Chairman:  Councillor  A.  W.  Daley. 

Wednesday,  17th  October,  1951,  at  7  p.m.: — 

Lecture  on  “Food  and  Drink  Infections,”  by  Dr.  T.  Heffron,  M.B., 
Ch.B. 

Films  entitled:  “Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning.” 

“Fly  About  the  House.” 

“The  Good  Housewife  in  Her  Kitchen.” 
Chairman:  Councillor  W.  Wright. 
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Thursday,  18th  October,  1951,  at  7  p.m.: — 

Lecture  on  “Tuberculosis,”  by  Dr.  T.  A.  Blyton,  B.Sc.,  M.D.,  B.Ch. 
(Chest  Physician  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board). 

Films  entitled:  “Mass  Radiography.” 

“Defeat  Tuberculosis.” 

Chairman:  Dr.  R.  A.  Ryan,  L.R.C.S.  and  P.I.  (Medical  Officer  of 
Health). 

Friday,  19th  October,  1951,  at  7  p.m. — • 

Lecture  on  “The  House  Fly,”  by  Dr.  K.  Flint,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Somercotes. 

Films  entitled:  “The  House  Fly.” 

“The  Story  of  D.D.T  ” 

Chairman:  Dr.  G.  W.  R.  Thomson,  M.B.,  B.S. (London),  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  Ripley. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937.  —  Outworkers. 

Lists  giving  the  names  of  92  outworkers  were  received  during 
the  year.  The  finishing  of  clothing,  particularly  children’s  wear, 
is  the  main  type  of  employment.  No  adverse  conditions  were 
found  and  no  action  was  necessary  in  connection  with  infectious 
disease. 

One  new  factory,  manufacturing  silk  stockings,  has  com¬ 
menced  employing  outworkers. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  —  1936. 

Duties  in  connection  with  the  storage  of  petroleum  and 
carbide  of  calcium  are  carried  out  by  the  Department  under  the 
above  Acts.  Three  new  storage  tanks  were  licensed.  Two  new 
fireproof  stores,  one  for  cellulose  solutions  and  one  for  lighter  fuel, 
were  also  licensed. 

Total  quantity  of  Petroleum  stored  ...  ...  48,260  galls. 

No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Petroleum  ...  63 

Total  fees  collected  ...  ...  ...  ...  £36  10  0 

Total  quantity  of  Carbide  of  Calcium  stored  ...  30  cwts. 

No.  of  Licences  issued  to  store  Carbide  of 

Calcium  ...  .  2 

Total  fees  collected  ...  ...  .  £1  0  0 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  following  tables  show  that  routine  attacks  on  rodents  at 
Council  properties  have  been  continued  throughout  the  year. 
Infestation  at  private  dwellings  and  business  premises  has  not 
been  heavy.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  use  was  made  of  “War¬ 
farin”  for  poison  baiting,  and  the  results  obtained  support  the 
claims  being  made  for  this  rodenticide.  The  simplified  baiting  pro¬ 
cedure  required  for  its  use  is  very  welcome  in  a  district  where  only 
part-time  operators  are  available.  The  organisation  and  methods 
used  rank  for  grant  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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Poison  Takes 

Bodies 

Complete  Partial 

Nil 

Found 

Sewage  Outfall  Works — Heage  1  4 

2 

2 

Refuse  Tips — Waingroves 

...  2  2 

— ■ 

— 

Business  Premises 

...  16  30 

10 

19 

Dwelling  houses 

...  18  16 

33 

5 

Miscellaneous 

...  —  1 

— 

— 

Results  of  Maintenance  Treatments  of  the  sewerage  systems 
carried  out  in  March  and  November  are  given  below: — 

No.  of  No.  of  Poison  Takes  No 

Manholes  Manholes  baited  Complete  Partial  Takes 
March.  1951  ...  500  259  82  —  177 

Nov,  1951  ...  500  231  83  —  148 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  the  arrangements  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  shop  workers  are  related  to  the  efforts  re¬ 
ferred  to  earlier  for  the  provision  of  proper  facilities  at  food  shops. 
The  majority  of  shops  in  the  area  set  a  good  standard  in  these 
matters. 

Compliance  with  the  main  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to 
closing  hours,  half  holidays  and  the  employment  of  young  persons 
has  been  secured  without  recourse  to  statutory  action  and  speaks 
well  for  the  co-operation  of  the  shopkeepers  in  the  district. 

Closing  hours  have  been  maintained  as  follows: — 

Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  ...  6.0  p.m. 

Fridays . 6.30  p.m. 

Wednesdays  (Early  Closing  Day)  ...  ...  1.0  p.m. 

A  summary  of  the  statutory  shops  register  is  given  below. 


Bakers 

7 

Fruiterers  and 

Boot  and  Shoe  Dealers 

19 

Greengrocers 

14 

Butchers  . 

21 

Furniture  Dealers . 

8 

Chemists 

5 

Garages  and  Service  Stations 

18 

China,  Glass,  etc.  Dealers 

6 

Grocers  and  Provision 

Clothiers  (Tailors,  Outfit- 

Merchants 

37 

ters,  etc.)  ... 

27 

Hairdressers  (Ladies’  and 

Coal  Dealers  and  Merchants 

35 

Gentlemen’s) 

15 

Confectioners 

22 

Ironmongers,  Paints,  etc.  ... 

12 

Corn  and  Flour  Merchants 

1 

Jewellers  . 

6 

Costumiers  and  Gown  Shops 

4 

Licensed  Houses  . 

56 

Cycle  Dealers 

7 

Milliners  ...  . 

5 

Dairymen 

11 

Opticians  . 

2 

Drapers 

3 

Photographers 

4 

Dyers  and  Cleaners 

5 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

7 

Electrical  Engineers  and 

Small  General  Stores 

36 

Radio  Dealers 

13 

Stationers 

10 

Fancy  Goods 

4 

Tobacconists 

10 

Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish 
Shops  ...  . 

23 

Wine  and  Spirit  Merchants 

3 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

The  duty  of  maintaining  what  has  been  undertaken  by  the 
local  authority,  the  operation  of  an  efficient  cleansing  service, 
brings  daily  problems  to  the  officer  in  charge.  Men  and  machines 
are  the  chief  factors  and  with  the  kind  of  work  involved  the 
former  must  be  subjected  to  a  little  applied  psychology  and  the 
latter  to  properly  applied  maintenance. 

During  the  year  the  sickness  rate  was  6.6  per  cent,  of  the  pos¬ 
sible  working  hours  compared  with  6.914  per  cent,  for  the  year 
1950  and  no  extra  staff  was  employed  to  compensate  for  annual 
holidays.  All  vehicles  have  worked  well  although  the  removal 
from  service  of  the  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  for  general  overhaul 
resulted  in  anticipated  complaints.  It  should  not  be  overlooked 
that  the  complaints  were  that  a  regular  monthly  service  was  not 
forthcoming  for  a  short  time. 

The  work  done  by  the  Ferguson  tractor/bulldozer,  purchased 
in  May  for  use  on  the  controlled  tip,  has  come  up  to  expectations. 
As  it  has  replaced  labour  both  for  this  work  and  for  the  loading 
of  salvage  the  economies  effected  are  within  the  financial  details 
given  below.  On  loan  to  the  Survey  Department,  it  has  also 
proved  itself  to  be  an  efficient  snow  plough. 


Staff. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  is  as  follows: — 

Refuse  Collection:  3  Drivers,  3  Bin  Collectors,  6  Loaders, 
3  Bin  Returners. 

Refuse  Disposal:  3  Tip  Face  Workers. 

Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal:  1  Driver  and  Mate;  1 
Baling  Press  Operator. 

Cesspool  and  Nightsoil:  2  Drivers,  2  Collectors. 

Maintenance  and  Repair  Staff:  1  Foreman-Mechanic;  1 
Assistant  Mechanic. 


Refuse  Tips. 

The  main  Waingroves  Tip,  a  quarry  site,  is  now  completed 
apart  from  a  small  area  in  the  vicinity  of  the  salvage  depot  and 
work  has  commenced  on  the  adjacent  railway  cutting  site.  The 
soiling  over  of  the  main  tip  will  be  a  problem  for  some  time  as  no 
top  soil  has  been  available  but  reasonable  progress  is  being  made. 

An  estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  deposited,  based  on  summer 
and  winter  check  weighings,  is  7,306  tons. 

The  financial  details  given  are  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1952. 
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Collections. 


Tonnage 


Number  of  Dustbins  (weekly  collection) 

5,882 

— - 

Number  of  Privies  (collected  when 

necessary) 

32 

— . 

Number  of  Cesspools  (monthly  service) 

140 

— 

Number  of  Pails  (weekly  collection)  ... 

553 

• — 

Loads  of  Refuse  from  Dustbins 

3,570 

7,138 

Dustbins  emptied  per  man-hour 

11.14 

— 

Loads  from  Privies 

42 

84 

Loads  from  Cesspools  . 

1,660 

4,150 

Loads  of  Nightsoil  . 

217 

434 

Loads  of  Salvage  (all  forms)  ... 

834 

626 

Costs. 

A  summarised  statement  of  the  total  cost  of  the  various  cleans- 

ing  services  is  given  below: — 

1950 

1951 

£  £ 

£  £ 

5598  Wages — Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

5754 

332  Cesspools 

...  ... 

308 

723  Nightsoil 

630 

65  Privies 

.  . 

49 

6718 

6741 

628  Superannuation,  Insurances 

...  ... 

594 

2344  Haulage  . 

...  ... 

2520 

26  Rents 

...  ... 

26 

158  Sundries 

175 

17  Repairs,  Chemicals,  etc. 

...  ... 

• — » 

—  Purchase  of  Tractor 

... 

493 

9891 

10,549 

Below  are  shown  the  annual  costs 

of 

the  various 

services 

provided:- — 

1949 

1950 

1951 

£  s. 

d. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

For  each  dustbin  emptied  ...  15 

8 

1  6  0 

1  5  4 

For  each  privy  emptied  ...  5  6 

8 

3  2  8 

2  17  0 

For  each  pail  emptied  ...  ...  1  17  10 

2  1  8 

2  1  1 

For  each  cesspool  emptied  .  4  11 

4 

5  2  5 

4  16  10 

Collection  of  1  ton  of  refuse  ...  17 

7 

19  10 

1  1  0 

Disposal  of  1  ton  of  refuse  ...  2 

0 

2  3 

11 

29 


EXPENDITURE  ON  MOTOR  LORRIES 
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Salvage  Operations. 

From  a  financial  point  of  view  the  year  has  been  an  emin¬ 
ently  successful  one  with  income  at  £3,808,  exceeding  the  esti¬ 
mate  by  £1,008.  This  is  due  chiefly  to  the  much  enhanced  prices 
paid  for  paper  salvage,  although  other  forms  of  salvage  have  been 
disposed  of  with  a  margin  of  profit.  Increases  in  charges  for  raw 
and  concentrated  kitchen  waste  under  the  Kitchen  Waste  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Order,  1951,  led  to  increases  in  charges  to  our  farmer  cus¬ 
tomers.  At  the  outset  the  adjusted  prices  put  the  kitchen  waste 
and  concentrated  pig  food  section  of  the  salvage  operations  on  a 
reasonable  financial  basis,  but  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the 
amount  of  kitchen  waste  available  from  both  communal  bins  and 
business  premises,  due  to  some  extent  to  the  use  of  more  of  this 
form  of  food  by  private  pig  keepers.  In  addition  to  this  factor, 
some  communal  bins  have  been  withdrawn  because  of  dis-use. 
This  decrease  in  tonnage  has  brought  about  a  loss  on  the  year’s 
operations. 

The  recovery  and  disposal  of  tins  and  light  ferrous  scrap 
under  the  scheme  organised  by  the  Joint  Scrap  Survey  District 
Committee  has  continued  satisfactorily. 

In  common  with  other  authorities  there  have  been  losses  of 
waste  paper  due  to  collections  by  private  dealers  taking  advant¬ 
age  of  the  high  prices  available.  By  appeals  to  the  general  public 
this  loss  has  not  been  allowed  to  become  too  serious.  A  downward 
trend  in  prices  was  becoming  apparent  towards  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  question  of  bonus  payments  to  the  staff  for  salvage  col¬ 
lection  has  been  considered  but  not  granted.  Arguments  for  and 
against  are  manifold,  and  my  only  comment  need  be  that  the 
cleansing  staff,  in  spite  of  disappointment,  have  continued  the 
regular  efforts  for  which  they  are  paid. 

Annual  Totals. 


Year 

Tonnage  Collected 

Total  Income  (to  £1 

1941 

235 

£939 

1942 

443 

£1928 

1943 

491 

£1788 

1944 

533 

£1935 

1945 

461 

£1570 

1946 

429 

£1548 

1947 

496 

£2129 

1948 

495 

£2221 

1949 

503 

£2260 

1950 

533 

£2686 

1951 

414 

£3809 

31 

The  total  costs  of  collection  and  disposal  of  salvage  for  the 
financial  year  are  as  follows: 

1950  1951 


£  £ 

£ 

£ 

693 

Wages— Salvage  .  731 

315 

„  Kitchen  Waste  and  Pig  Food  ...  306 

-  1008 

1037 

69 

Superannuation  and  Insurances  ... 

76 

676 

Pig  Food,  etc. 

621 

506 

Haulage 

675 

139 

Proportion  of  Salaries,  Establishment,  etc. 

192 

£2398 

£2601 

Details  of  Salvaged  Materials  Sold. 


Tons. 

cwt. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  (all  grades)  ... 

...  157 

6 

3 

14 

2584 

4 

5 

Tins  . 

...  45 

7 

1 

0 

102 

14 

2 

Raw  Kitchen  Waste 

...  136 

2 

0 

0 

401 

6 

5 

Concentrated  Pig  Food 

...  69 

17 

0 

0 

583 

11 

1 

Textiles  . 

2 

10 

3 

26 

107 

19 

8 

Metal 

2 

15 

1 

0 

10 

7 

2 

Bones  . 

12 

1 

0 

3 

10 

9 

414 

11 

2 

12 

£3793 

13 

8 

Bonus  on  Waste  Paper 

15 

0 

0 

£3808 

13 

8 

I  must  finally  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  foreman  and  members  of  the  Cleansing  Staff. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


D.  BAMFORD, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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